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1. Welcome, introductions and background 
 
1.1 General 
 
Dorothy Wamunyima welcomed everyone to Rundu and wished them a productive workshop. 
The participants introduced themselves (see Appendix 1 for list) and agreed upon rules for the 
workshop. 
 
Workshop materials and resources 
 
Each participant received a package with a Namibia Crane Activity Book (with translations in 
Rukwangali); Wetlands of Namibia booklet; Bush Telegraph: Water is Life issue; Namibia Crane 
Working Group worksheet with some basic information on birds; pen and notebook; and a 
certificate was issued afterwards. 
 
The Namibia Crane Working Group also presented four laminated crane posters, and four 
copies of the Sasol Bird Guide Book, for use by the various Kavango Bird Clubs; these books 
will be issued on loan by Dorothy. 
 
1.2 Background  
 
Ann Scott briefly sketched the background to the involvement of the Namibia Crane Working 
Group with communities in Kavango, which dates back to May 2004: 
 
2004:    May: Namibia Crane Working Group was established at a national workshop at  
   Etosha, at which Dorothy represented Kavango 
  September: Mike & Ann visited Kavango and liaised with Dorothy and Mpepo 

November: First Kavango crane survey was carried out by Dorothy and Mpepo 
2005:    March: Namibia Crane Working Group workshop in Bushmanland, where  
   representatives from Kavango developed their six-point area-based strategy for  
   crane conservation: 

1. Communication: follow-up visits to new crane groups; contact regional 
communicators 

2. Become directly involved in crane conservation; set up local collaboration 
group 

3. Incentives: recognition for interested parties 
4. Awareness and education: provide resources 
5. Radio talks on cranes and their habitats 
6. Newsletters/articles in local regional languages 

2006:    April: Mike and Ann visited the area to launch the crane resource book, in  
   cooperation with Dorothy and Team, and the Makena Ecosystem Protection and  
   Environmental Education Club, Ambrosius Haingura Conservancy and the  
   Environmental Club of Romanus Kamunoko Secondary School 
2007:    Kavango Bird Club was established under the leadership of Steven Maseka 
2008:    The Namibia Crane Working Group strengthened its association with the NNF  
   Wetland Working Group of Namibia, and broadened its scope from cranes to all  
   (inland) wetland birds 

World Wetlands Day activities (2 February 2008) and World Water Day activities  
(22 March) at Rundu 

 
* All of the activities of the Namibia Crane Working Group are reported in our regular newsletter,  
  Namibia Crane News (also available on our website www.nnf.org.na/CRANES/index.htm). 
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1.3  Purpose of this workshop 
 
The workshop focused on the following aspects: 
�  Basics on birds and bird conservation 
�  Participants’ experiences and ideas about bird conservation issues 
�  Brainstorming on threats to birds in Kavango, and developing action plans 
�  The launch of three new sub-groups of the Kavango Bird Club: Kaisosi Bird Club, Kasote Bird 

Club, Nakazaza Bird Club 

 
2.  Basics on birds and bird identification 
 
2.1 What makes it a bird?  
 
Mike Scott led a discussion on comparisons between a bird and a mammal (e.g. buck): 
�  Feathers and wings: adaptations for flying 
�  Beak (bill) and feet: adaptations for feeding and walking 
�  Breeding cycle: nesting 
 
2.2 Groups of birds 
 
�  Different habitats and ways of feeding 
 
�  Raptors, including owls 

- Raptors = birds of prey; all have a curved beak, for tearing flesh. 
- A pair of Barn Owls with 6 chicks will catch 5 mice per chick per night = 30 x 30 mice per  
  month = 900 mice x 3 months = 2700 mice for the three-month period they are feeding the  
  chicks. These mice could eat about 1 ton of grain! So these owls are wonderful biological  
  control agents (source: NARREC). 

 
�  Wetland birds 

Adaptations and examples of wetland birds were discussed (see Wetlands of Namibia booklet, 
page 20) 

 
�  Cranes 

Three kinds of cranes in Namibia: Wattled Crane, Crowned Crane, Blue Crane; associated 
with wetland and grassland habitats (see Namibia Crane Activity Book for details) 

 
2.3 Threatened birds of Namibia 
 
�  60 of Namibia’s bird species (9%) are recognized as threatened or near threatened; half of 

these are associated with wetlands including Pel’s Fishing Owl, Wattled Crane, Slaty Egret, 
Saddle-billed Stork, African Skimmer, African Fish Eagle (see Wetlands of Namibia booklet, 
page 21) 

 
�  Kavango’s “special” birds 

Mark Paxton kindly produced a list of 80 “special” birds, that tourists come to see (see 
Appendix 2) 

 
2.4 Place of birds in nature, bird conservation 
 
�  Usefulness of birds, economic value 

- Birds eat mosquito eggs/larvae, and so destroy and prevent malaria 
   - Birds act as biological controls for crop pests 
   - Birds attract tourists and have economic value (see “special” birds above) 
   - A parrot is like a human friend as it can be taught to speak 
   - The colours of bird feathers inspire fashion designers (e.g. black and white) 
�  Threats, human interactions and the need for conservation and action plans 
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3.  Brainstorming on threats, and action plans for threatened 
     birds 
 
3.1 Threats 
 
�  Hunting and trapping, e.g. people go to kill birds at the sewage ponds at Kaisosi, including 

Southern Pochard and other ducks, African Jacana, Guinea Fowl. 
 
�  Birds are killed by poisons, sometimes on purpose and sometimes by accident; people may 

also die from these poisons. 
 
�  Pollution will cause the birds to die, e.g. oil from cars lands in rivers, washing clothes in rivers, 

litter. 
 
�  Deforestation destroys the habitat of tree-nesting birds and bird food. 
 
�  Burning threatens birds that build nests on the ground; forest fires also destroy eggs and 

chicks, and even adult birds. 
 
�  Overgrazing and overstocking is a threat as cattle step on nests on the ground, e.g. 

Blacksmith Plover. 
 
�  Lack of education: people do not realize the consequences of their actions. 
 
�  Traditional beliefs, e.g. owls are bad luck; if one laughs at a Secretary-bird that pretends it is 

injured, one will become injured oneself. 
 
 
3.2 Local action plans 
 
KAISOSI (AFRICAN JACANA) 
 
�  The MET must give the order to hunt, and control the activity with licences and by setting 

maximum numbers. 
 
�  Numbers of birds should be counted each and every season to keep a record of numbers; like 

hunters, they can see how many new ones are born. 
 
�  Organizations such as the MET should employ people so that they can earn money – at the 

moment many people depend on killing birds for food. 
 
�  Communities should stop cutting down trees as it threatens the habitat of tree-nesting birds. 
 
�  The advantages of birds should receive publicity: they attract tourists, and bring in foreign 

exchange. We should try to find out where different kinds of birds can be found, to show 
tourists where to find them. 

 
�  Kavango Bird Club should work together with other clubs, to promote communication and 

coordination. 
 
�  Kavango Bird Club should work with the community so that birds are not poisoned at the 

sewage ponds at Kaisosi. 
 
�  The MET must educate the community, and set up programmes on how to avoid killing birds. 
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KASOTE BIRD CLUB (SOUTHERN POCHARD) 
 
�  Tell people not to cut forests down. 
 
�  Stop hunting birds; put people in jail if they hunt birds. 
 
�  Stop washing in rivers, to prevent pollution. 
 
�  Stop burning which destroys birds’ eggs. 
 
�  Raise money to come up with a project to protect birds. 
 
�  Educate people that birds are important for tourism. 
 
NAKAZAZA BIRD CLUB (AFRICAN HOOPOE) 
 
�  Do not kill birds. 
 
�  Government should set rules very strongly to people not to shoot birds. 
 
�  Drive at the speed limit to prevent bumping birds. 
 
�  Do not put birds in cages. 
 
�  Stop using pesticides which are toxic to birds. 
 
�  Attract birds. 
 
�  Government should educate people to conserve birds. 
 
�  Look after raptor populations. 
 
�  Work together through bird clubs. 
 
�  Create a community pond to attract birds, request help from the government. 
 
MAKENA/AFRICAN SKIMMER 
 
�  Educate communities about the importance of birds; the Namibian government gets income 

from tourism. 
 
�  We must differentiate between wild birds and domestic birds. 
 
�  People should stop illegal shooting and laying traps. 
 
�  We must protect bird habitats such as wetlands. 
 
�  Stop cutting down trees, deforestation ruins nests. 
 
�  Form groups to prevent fires in community forests. 
 
�  Try to organize a trip to Mahangu Game Park to see Wattled Cranes (and other birds) in the 

wild. 
 
�  Do not follow traditional beliefs that want to have owls killed. 
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4.  Close  
 
Ann and Mike thanked all the participants for their interest in attending the workshop, and for all 
their inputs. A special word of thanks was due to Dorothy for her ongoing support and help with 
organizing the event; also to Steven Maseka, John Mangundu, Lina Mumbala and other 
members of the Kavango Bird Club for their assistance; Mark Paxton of Shamvura Camp; Isabel 
for the tasty catering; Philip Steyn of MET; Shirley Bethune of the Wetland Working Group of 
Namibia; NaDEET; and Namibia Nature Foundation and the GEF Small Grants Programme for 
financial support. 
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Appendix 1: List of workshop participants 
 

Name Organization/Community Bird emblem Contact details 
Mangundu John Kavango Bird Club  081 203 9870 
Maseka Steven Kavango Bird Club  081 203 9870 
Hausiku Sitanislaus Kavango Bird Club  081 321 0412 
Lina Mumbala Kavango Bird Club   
Ngasia Froridah Kaisosi Bird Club African Jacana 081 203 8722 
Ntsamba Maria Kaisosi Bird Club African Jacana 081 316 4510 
Kandingu Johannes Kaisosi Bird Club African Jacana  
Nelithu Palilu Kaisosi Bird Club African Jacana  
Kavanze Augustinus Kaisosi Bird Club African Jacana 081 361 5136 
Musenge Willeam Kaisosi Bird Club African Jacana  
Kafene Allen Kaisosi Bird Club African Jacana 081 327 8287 
Singangu Immanuel Kaisosi Bird Club African Jacana 081 202 0090 
Hausiku Magnus Nakazaza Bird Club African Hoopoe  
Hausiku Agnes Nakazaza Bird Club African Hoopoe  
Sikongo Emma Nakazaza Bird Club African Hoopoe  
Sikongo Maria Nakazaza Bird Club African Hoopoe  
Matamu Ignatius Nakazaza Bird Club African Hoopoe  
Katombera Ireneus Nakazaza Bird Club African Hoopoe  
Maruti Lucas Nakazaza Bird Club African Hoopoe  
Joshua Loise Nagura Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard 081 353 2078 
Luaan Peter Kambala Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard  
Joshua Soini Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard 081 348 7109 
Aruvaru Lucia Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard  
Kaduma Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard  
Munango Andrias Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard 081 380 1835 
Ihemba Nicolaus Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard 081 363 7010 
Ndango Thomas Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard  
Simana Vasco Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard  
Daniel Frans Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard 081 377 8573 
Kamunoko Felix Kasote Bird Club Southern Pochard 081 363 7010 
Kudumo Marcellus Rundu  081 360 9292 
Ndara Sizura Petrus Rundu  081 336 6093 
Simaho Kreigorr Rundu  081 302 6211 
Hakusembe A. N. Rundu (Sikondo)   
Musami Lucas Rundu (Kehemu)   
Munango Heivi Rundu (Kayode)  081 271 9291 
Mashati Faustinus Makena Village (Box 2301) African Skimmer 081 320 4264 
Muronga Letitia Makena Village African Skimmer 081 372 4458 
Shamahagha Grace Makena Village African Skimmer  
Kupembona Gellasius Makena Village African Skimmer  
Marungu Nicodemus Makena Village African Skimmer  
Nkotongo John Paul Mbamba Community 

Campsite 
African Skimmer 081 200 8874 

Dorothy Wamunyima NNF- ERP Project  066-256145 
081 128 0615 

Mark Paxton Shamvura Camp  066 686-055 
Mike Scott Namibia Crane Working 

Group 
 081 284 5130 

Ann Scott Namibia Crane WG  081 284 5130 
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Appendix 2: List of Kavango special birds: birds that tourists come to look for! 
Courtesy Mark Paxton, Shamvura Camp 
 

English name Kavango name Special status 
Bateleur Sipupa  * 
Martial Eagle Ekangakadi  
Western Banded Snake Eagle Ekuvi * 
Steppe Eagle Siyiivibi  
Lesser-Spotted Eagle  Mpungu  
Ayre’s Hawk-Eagle  * 
European Honey Buzzard Ngonga * 
African Hobby Katukutuku * 
Western Marsh Harrier Ediu * 
Ovambo Sparrow Hawk Karukodi  
Bat Hawk   
Sooty Falcon Rumbamba * 
Dickenson’s Kestrel  * 
ALL RAILS AND FLUFFTAILS Karunkere-nkere * 
African Skimmer Sikindi * 
Rufous-bellied Heron   
White-backed Night Heron Mfune * 
Saddle-billed Stork    
Wooly-necked Stork    
Wattled Crane Mangwangali * 
Open-billed Stork    
Little Bittern   
Pygmy Goose   
Maccoa Duck   
Hooded Vulture   
White-headed Vulture   
Swamp Nightjar Rumbamba * 
Narina Trogon  * 
Carmine Bee-eater Shitemba Ndayi * 
Racket-tailed Roller Shikambo * 
Bradfield’s Hornbill Munkono * 
Violet Wood-Hoopoe Kalyambya * 
Green-backed Honey-bird  * 
Bennet’s Woodpecker Mbangura * 
Wood Pipit Karunika-nike * 
Tree Pipit Karunika-nike * 
Angola Swallow Shishamba Mvhura * 
Mosque Swallow Shishamba Mvhura * 
White-breasted Cuckoo-shrike Tuyu * 
Lesser Jacana Nkongoro * 
Allen’s Gallinule Karanda mbidira * 
Lesser Moorhen   
Bronze-winged Courser   
Long-Toed Lapwing Karunkere-nkere * 
Great Snipe  * 
Grey-headed Parrot Eporo * 
Coppery-tailed Coucal   
Schalow’s Lourie Nkwe * 
Thick-billed Cuckoo Mukuku * 
White-browed Coucal   
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(Continued from previous page) 
 

English name Kavango name Special status 
Pel’s Fishing Owl Kakuru * 
Marsh Owl   
African Barred Owl Kakuru * 
Pennant-winged Nightjar Rumbamba * 
Eurasian Oriole   
Rufous-bellied Tit Katjikilili * * * 
Black-faced Babbler Siwerewere * * * 
Arnot’s Chat  * 
Green-capped Eremomela Kandingo * 
River Warbler Bea, Yanini * 
Eurasian Reed-Warbler Yanini * 
Greater Reed Warbler Yanini * 
Red-faced Crombec   
Tinkling Cisticola   
Lualupa’s Cisticola Eherekete * * * 
Chirping Cisticola Limbie * 
Yellow Wagtail Ekamba * 
Rosy-throated Longclaw Emba * * * 
Souza’s Shrike Edidili * * * * * * * * 
Black-crowned Tchagra   
Retz’s Helmet Shrike Vaduni * 
Sharpe-tailed Starling Ndjundju * * * * * * * 
Miombo Blue-eared Starling Ndiru * 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Kamgcara * 
Shelley’s Sunbird Kalyambya * * * * * * * * * 
Copper Sunbird Kalyambya * 
Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Endjunge * 
Southern Brown-throated Weaver Endjunge * 
Cardinal Quelea Endjunge * 
Brown Firefinch Kantuvel * 
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Appendix 3: Participants of the Rundu workshop, 1 July 2008  
(all photographs by Ann Scott) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 1. Workshop participants                             2. The Kavango Bird Club with  
                                                                                              Dorothy Wamunyima (right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   3. Kaisosi Bird Club                                 4. Kasote Bird Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    5. Nakazaza Bird Club                                              6. Makena Club
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          7. Nakazaza Bird Club        8. Kasote Bird Club 
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             9. Kaisosi Bird Club                                                     10. Makena Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             11. Presentation of action plan by Kasote Bird Club 


