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NB: When reporting vulture sightings to Holger Kolberg, his TELEPHONE NUMBER IS
061-2554 AND NOT 061-2254 as in the November edition of Raptors Namibia.

Black Harriers killed!
Dear Harrier watchers,
This picture from Kevin Shaw tell a tragic story.
Our question to you is - has anyone seen anything like this
before? One chick dead and the other alive, but
euthanized on advice, with wing bones protruding through
the skin. Any thoughts?
Rob Simmons

Hi Rob,
When we got to the nest, the one chick was lying dead to
one side of the nest, on its back and I could see no
external injuries and the carcass was one to two days old.
This was the oldest of the two chicks. It had not been
eaten at all. The other chick was alive but with a very
badly broken wing; the bone was broken high up in the
body and the upper piece was sticking out of the body
(see picture). I chatted to Hank Chalmers and he said
there was no hope of
the bird being re-
habilitated and it
would have been futile
ringing the bird, so I
put it out of it misery
(not a lekker job). The
adults were still
feeding the chick. We
looked around the
nest to see if we could
find anything to give
us a clue as to what
happened, but we
found nothing.
My experience of
predation is that the
predator eats the
animal it kills and usually the prey item is fairly scattered
around and not neatly placed in the grass. There is only
one thing that can cause damage like this and walk away
without utilising the carcasses and that is a human. This,
however, is pure speculation.
Cheers, Kevin
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Redfooted Falcon sightings
Anthony van Zyl

During the Migrating Kestrel Project Count last
year, only 5 Redfooted Falcons (Falco vespertinus)
were counted in South Africa. As this species is
not common in South Africa, I am appealing to our
raptor friends from Namibia, Botswana, Angola
and Zambia to help find these birds to estimate
their population. I know that they are seen every
year in Namibia, but we need raptorphiles to make
and effort to track down potential roosts and count
the number of birds in the flock.

Having horror stories as above, we all need to go an extra
mile to try and help. Anthony will be sending an update on
the project. Marilyn

NEWS FROM REST
Maria Diekmann

٭ We placed 58 patagial tags on White-backed
Vultures at REST and are having some good
resightings. We are busy working it into an informal
paper looking at numbers, sex and age ratios. Pretty
interesting.

٭ We have initiated a project to put up signs on
certain farms, showing the farmer’s and farm name,
followed by 'vulture friendly farmer’. We welcome
applications. The signs are free and sponsored by
GEF / UNDP through NNF.

٭ Our kids' designs for the 'Save Our Species'
campaign are hitting the stores soon. They are on
eco-friendly shopping bags to help prevent plastic
litter. There are seven designs from 10,000
Namibian children, showing all five of our
educational animals: Cape Vulture, Wild Dog,
Pangolin, Dwarf Python and Spotted Rubber Frog.

٭ We had two Marabou Storks that tested positive
for organophosphate poisoning in November. One
was found dead, the other died at the vet clinic.

Vultures and NamRingers
Sandra Dantu

Mark and I were invited
to join the Vulture
Brigade for the second
time and have just
returned from a spec-
tacular few days in the
Namib section of the
Namib-Naukluft Park.
Marc Dürr, Dirk
Heinrich, Mark and I
also did some mist-
netting at the Ganab
Camp Site. I was for-
tunate enough to get an
Icterine Warbler in my
net which we were able
to ID with confidence with the help of Dirk's copy of
wing formulae because both Mark and I had forgotten
ours at home. Thanks, Dirk.

For those interested in the vulture ringing/tagging
project, please get yourselves onto the mailing list to
receive Raptors Namibia newsletter by e-mailing Marilyn
Bridgeford at pmbridge@iway.na

I also want to remind everyone that the NamRingers
forum is not just about ringing. Please feel free to
contribute anything related to birding and bird-related
issues eg conservation, rehabilitation, ID problems,
interesting sightings, etc. If you are uncertain of the
suitability of your item just give me a shout.

Marc Dürr contemplating!
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Ramblings of an old vulture ringer – Part 1
Mark Paxton

I’ve got to say that the “daring” escapades of both
Holger and Dirk, through the NamRingers’ e-mails and
now in the recent Raptor Newsletter, have provided me
with a great deal of mirth. Theo Klatte’s article
prompted me to want to recount some past events, which
may be viewed by some as superfluous ramblings from a
doddery old fart. Nonetheless, to those cynics I say,
“The wheel has been invented and has been rolling around
unnoticed and under-appreciated for centuries; let’s not
overlook the inventors themselves!”. You young bucks just
don’t have stamina or strategy and now I’ll wax lyrical and
show you what I mean.

In the good ol’days, long, long, long, long ago (about the
time Moses was still playing scrumhalf for Egypt) some of
us were out there doing this vulture ringing thing. It was
different then, I was stationed in Etosha as a Nature
Conservation Officer. As such you were not expected to
have a brain and if you had even the semblance of one,
you were not expected to use it for much more than
windmill problems, fence repairs and logbooks. If you
showed a capacity to think, you were immediately
excommunicated and treated as a leper. Being English-
speaking with a tendency for long hair and a small degree
of attitude did not hold in your favour either. You were
certainly on no account expected to be interested in
birds, or God forbid, the products thereof. The thought
of wanting to put rings on them and regard this as part
of your job as a ranger, was completely unthinkable.

I was very fortunate in having a broad-minded and long
suffering Senior Nature Conservation Officer (Trygve
Cooper), whose unfortunate position it was to make
excuses for my unnatural tendencies and gently bail me
out of situations where physical abuse was imminent.
Although I’ve no doubt Trygve never fully understood my
motives, he however supported my abhorrent nature and
tolerated my off-the-track tactics, all the while making
sure I did what was really expected of me by the powers-
that-be.

Then God bestowed upon us Christopher J. Brown! He
was appointed the Ornithologist for the Directorate of
Nature Conservation and surprisingly had similar
tendencies as myself. He had a “swagger-stick” mentality
and approached Nature Conservation in Namibia as a

schoolmaster would approach a rebellious, nasty, little
pimply-faced pupil in dire need of discipline. I rather took
to him and pretty soon had a number of raptor orientated
projects running, while tending to my windmills, fixing my
fences and keeping my logbooks up to date.

At this time, the early 1980’s, we were enveloped in “the
troubles” and we had to contend with three groups of
combatants who, to us interested only in conservation,
were all a bit irritating. We had a motley bunch of rather
nasty and quite scary individuals, who were laws unto
themselves, known as “Koevoet”, another group who, in
the language of the time, were called, “terrorists” and a
third, equally irritating body of brown uniformed men
called “soldiers” who worked for SADF and Sons (Pty)
Ltd – all running after each other with guns and stuff,
making life difficult for wannabe vulture ringers. We also
often came across craters in the tracks resulting from
things called “landmines”, which we viewed as distinctly
unfriendly. The craters not being the unfriendly bit, but
rather the wannabe craters we didn’t see hidden under
the ground on tracks and roads.

We were periodically obliged to participate in patrols
outside the northern boundary of the Etosha Park.
During one of these “outings”, I happened to notice a
fairly significant number of vultures breeding in this
surprisingly well-wooded region. At this stage I was
unable to follow my natural instincts and investigate the
nests further.

On my return to base however, I happened to contact
Chris and went on a bit about this hitherto untapped
resource of vultures. Together we planned a “patrol” to
ring vulture chicks, before they left the nest and were
lost forever to science. Given the current state of the
nation and the demeanour of Dr. Brown, (which bordered
on blatant cowardice) when it came to things that went
bang, there was a certain amount of gently persuasive
bullying required, before he eventually capitulated to my
charm and agreed to the “patrol”.

At this juncture I should not broaden out too much as
this is the stuff of legend and could become part 2 to
10. Suffice is to say that we sallied forth into the
treacherous beyond, the two of us and our trusty
Hai//om Bushman Scout, stuffed into my old Land
Cruiser. Now, this is where the strategy aspect should
become clear to those who have held on thus far. It all
goes around the climbing-up-trees business and how the
ladders are too short, the trees too tall, and the skin too
thin and how we now have some national heroes that have
finally made it to the nests and placed the proverbial flag
(or ring) on the object of the perilous climb.

Imagine the scene.
– Me (full of spit
and vinegar and
bubbling over with
enthusiasm), …

Ladder too short, tree too tall,
no problem Chap with attitude at altitude
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Campsite, exposed for a good reason

…
More in the
next issue
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in this fascinating and rather compulsive activity, please
check our website if you would like copies of the
guidelines and observation forms. You need not be an
expert on raptors to participate – the most important
quality is your interest and willingness to contribute to
conservation in this way!

*Figure 1. Coverage of 1 km sections along road count routes.

*Figure 2. Number of species per quarter degree square (from
routes, and counts by zone). Obviously the ones in the sea need to be

sorted out…!
*Note: (Fig 1 and 2) show all data i.e. including road counts done since
the beginning of time(!) and not just in the current phase. Alice Jarvis

GOOD PROGRESS WITH THE RAPTOR
ROAD COUNT PROJECT
Alice Jarvis, Tony Robertson and Ann Scott

The second phase of our raptor road count project has
been running since June 2005. Although it is still early
days to try and analyse the results, we have been having
a preliminary look at the data processed to date. One of
the problems is a perpetual backlog, both of
observers sending in their datasheets, and in the
processing of the sheets. If possible, we would
like to ask you to send in your sheets regularly,
rather than allowing them to mount up first!

Here are our provisional findings for the period
June 2005-September 2006 (16 months):

Total km covered
A total of 111 173 km was counted, with an average
of 6 948 km/month. The highest distances (more
than 10 000 km) were covered in July 05,
October 05, November 05 and March 06. Figure 1
shows the coverage of 1 km sections along
specified road count routes.

Number of species counted
The highest numbers of species were recorded in
December 05 (36), January 06 (38) and March 06
(34). This seasonal pattern most likely reflects
the influx of migrants in summer. A mean of 25
species/month was recorded. Figure 2 shows the
number of species per quarter degree square
(from routes, and counts by zone i.e. where there
is no specified route).

Individual birds counted
A total of 7 724 individual birds was counted, with
an average of 482 per month. The highest numbers
were recorded in December 2005 (1 000 birds) and
January 2006 (1 596 birds), most likely also due to
the presence of migrants.

Number of counters
A total of 29 counters have submitted forms to
date. A maximum of 14 counters was recorded in
October 2005, and a mean of 7/month. Three
counters have submitted data for 50-99 routes to
date, another three for 100-200, and our top
counter for 259 routes (remember that one
journey may comprise several defined “routes”).

Many thanks to each and every one of you for your
contributions!

Please check our website for details of the total
distance covered, number of species, number of
birds and number of counters —
www.nnf.org.na/RAPTORS/index.htm.

The purpose of the Namibia raptor road count
project is twofold: to provide invaluable scientific
information that will be used for the conservation
of our raptors, many of which are now under threat; and
to promote an awareness and appreciation for our birds
of prey in a manner that is both fun and educational.

Any new readers who are interested in becoming involved




