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tating a long hike following my GPS to the precise locality

given by John. It soon became apparent that the site was

along the drainage line although low cliffs were visible higher

up the valley. Eventually I emerged from thick bush to see a

well developed riparian with tall emergent Monkey Thorn

Acacia galpinii trees with several White-backed Vulture

nests in their uppermost

branches. A few large

immature White-backed

Vultures flew off, but

there was no sign of

CV6.

It is clear that CV6 spent

many days and nights

during the 2007 breed-

ing season with these

White-backed Vultures.

The same appears to be

happening now in 2008.

The locations of the bird

show that it has not

nested, but it is strange

that CV6 should keep

the company of White-

backed Vultures during

the breeding season

when it is quite aware of

the Cape Vulture colony

in the Tswapong Hills 50 kilometres to the east, having

passed there during its peregrinations.

We hope that it remains in central Botswana.

More Black Harrier sightings in the Namib
Andreas Keding

A juvenile Black Harrier was seen on the morning of the

23 May 2008, about one kilometre south of the Kwessiegat

turn-off on the main road (2415Dd). It flew over the road

and we watched it going repeatedly after Lark-like Bunting.

Eventually it caught one. Another harrier was seen on

21.05.08 between Wolwedans Lodge and Camp (2515Bb.)

and then again on 04.05.08 on the border fence of Die

Duine and Niekersrus (part of Wêreldend 2516Aa).

During June a Black Harrier was seen near Bushman's

Koppie (2415Dd) and one at Granite water point on

Aandstêr.

During July, we had a beautiful Black Harrier sighting,

approximately half way between Wolwedans base and

Jagkop water point. The Black Harrier was actually
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Namibian ambassador settles in Botswana
Pete Hancock, BirdLife Botswana

During 2007, I was fascinated to learn from John

Mendelsohn that a Cape Vulture fitted with a satellite

transmitter in Namibia had visited six Southern African

countries. He now tells me that by joining up the over 18,000

separate locations recorded from the transmitter, the bird

has travelled a minimum of 124,000 kilometres. If ever there

was a symbol unifying the SADC region this bird, casually

referred to as CV6, has to be it. I was aware that while in

Botswana, CV6 had passed close by our two breeding

colonies at the Tswapong Hills in eastern Botswana and

Mannyelanong Hill in the south-eastern part of the country,

emphasising the inter-connectedness of all the Cape Vulture

colonies in Southern Africa. However, I was surprised to

learn that the bird had spent most of the 2007 breeding

season in the Central District of Botswana, near Serowe

Village, and had been returning to the same spot repeatedly

during this period. From the satellite image, it appeared as

though the site frequented was along a watercourse in a

fairly hilly area (by Botswana standards!) but this required

ground-truthing before it could be verified.

Over the Christmas

period, when I was in

Serowe, the opportu-

nity presented itself to

visit the site. It was

with a keen sense of

anticipation that I fol-

lowed a track along

the Paje River to the

area frequented by

the bird, since there

was the distinct possi-

bility of finding a new,

small, isolated Cape

Vulture breeding

colony in this remote

valley. The track soon

petered out, necessi-

Movements of CV6 between February

2005 and July 2008 

(Courtesy J Mendelsohn)
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White-backed Vulture nest on canopy of

tall Acacia in riparian vegetation

Continued on page 2
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News Flashes

► A picture of a raptor

roadkill – could it be the

elusive Black Harrier? If yes,

then what the blue blazes

was it doing there? The bird

was found about 10km north

of Aus on the C13 on 2

August 2008 at co-ordinates

26° 36.139’S 16° 21.694’E.

Holger Kolberg

Yes indeed, it is the elusive Black Harrier - an

adult by the looks of it. Many thanks for letting me

have the coordinates - I am collecting all sightings

for 2008 so this will go in the data base. You ask

what its doing there...well resting I think.

Seriously there is a lot of activity reported to me

from Aandstêr /Namib Rand area by Andreas

Keding and Mike and Ann Scott with both adults

and a young bird active since June to present

day. They reported the harriers following wild cats

and probably hunting the larks and finches that

are in good numbers there. Aus is but a short

flight away! Rob Simmons

► About 20 kms east of Helmeringhausen on the

farm Lovedale, Malcolm Campbell reports seeing

following an African wild cat on the ground and kept hovering

over the cat. When we came closer it veered off and flew

behind the dunes.

I had a sighting of Black Harrier on the 02.07.08. I think it is

the same bird. I got three reasonable photos before it was

too far away.

On the 10 July at 16.00, Mike, Ann Scott and I saw a Black

Harrier. I am sure this is the same bird I have been seeing

in the southern part of NamibRand. We had a good look at

it and all were pretty sure that it is a young bird. It was

hovering just above the ground and as we approached it

gained altitude where it continued to soar over more or less

the same spot. It was quite windy that day.

There have been reports of a Black Harrier sighting closer to

Wolwedans, but the guides weren’t 100% sure. According

to the description it sounds like one. They said it had an

aerial dispute with a Southern Pale-chanting Goshawk.

a Black Harrier in November 2007. Thanks to

Jaco Steenkamp for sending us this information.

► While flying over our farm, I sighted a nest with a

breeding Lappet-faced Vulture. The co-ordinates

are S 23° 50.465' E015° 46.466'.

Kristin Schreiber

► Who ringed the juvenile African Fish Eagle seen

on the beach at Lüderitz. The ring is visible on its

left leg in the photo on page 3 of Raptor News.

#4 June 2008. Apart from Dirk Heinrich, who rings

left tarsus, we heard that Mark Anderson might

have also ringed along the Orange, so who's

chick was it???? Jean-Paul Roux

► In August 2008, several people regularly saw an

Osprey at Pelican Point, Walvis Bay.

► On 1 August, 2008 I saw an adult Tawny Eagle

attacking and killing an adult puffadder near

Otjovisando in Etosha National Park, Namibia. 

Hartmut Kolb

► In August on the way to Omitara, Namibia, I saw

a Tawny Eagle and a White-backed Vulture

feeding on a dead black-backed jackal on the

road. On the return journey a Lappet-faced

Vulture was feeding on the remains.

Dirk Heinrich

► I saw an Osprey at Kaisosi Lodge in Rundu,

northern Namibia, with a pink ring on the right leg.

Hartmut Kolb

► On 11/12/2007 I saw 7, 18/4/1008, 17 and

4/7/2008 14 Lappet-faced Vultures on the beach

between 12:00 and 14:00. All were seen near

Rocky Point, Skeleton Coast Park, Namibia,

approximately 3 km south of Rocky Cape Fria. 

Rosta Janik
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